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Will He Not 
Forgive?



Damir and Elina are from the Tatar people group and they 
often prayed for the city of Bakal where a high population of 
Tatars live. They eventually moved there with the hopes of 
planting a church.

Since Elina had experience in dry cleaning, they decided 
to start a dry cleaning business. This allowed them to meet 
families, build relationships, tell them about God and share 
the gospel.

There was one woman named Regina who was in a group 
that was gathering to study the Bible in the Tatar language. 
Damir and Elina began praying specifically for her. 

One day Elina and Regina began to talk about faith.  At that 
moment, Elina realized that she had a wonderful opportunity 
to tell Regina about Christ and to share the gospel with her.

Elina shared that no one can please God because God is 
Holy and man is sinful.  The Word of God suddenly came to 
her memory that we have all sinned and are deprived of the 
Glory of God. Elina shared Romans 6:23 with Regina, “For 
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

“What about love?” Regina asked. “If you act according to 
the commandment - love God and your neighbor, is this the 
fulfillment of the law? After all, the most important thing is 
love.  Does this satisfy God?”  

Issue N°01 2021 |   5



Elina said, yes, the most 
important thing is love, but 
she also asked if there really 
is love in her - true love, not 
selfish love. Regina thought a 
little, and said that she thinks 
there was true love in her.  
This is when Elina realized 
that she was at a dead end. 
Regina really is a moral person 
who helps a lot of people, 
especially the poor.  

Silently, Elina called out to 
Jesus for help.

The thought came to Elina 
that love consists in fulfilling 
God's commandments. Elina 
told Regina this and began to 
list the Ten Commandments 
one by one, suggesting they 
think about each of them 
separately. Elina asked Regina, 
"Do you really fulfill all of these 
commandments?" Regina had 
to admit that she did not fulfill 
all the commandments. In fact, 
one commandment upset 
Regina very much because 
she had broken it. And by 
breaking it, it could never be 
undone.

Again, Elina stated that the 
wages of sin is death.  Regina 
asked, “But God is loving and 
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merciful. If I ask Him for forgiveness for this sin, will He not 
forgive?”

Elina asked, “And on what basis should He forgive?” Regina 
is a lawyer, so Elina framed the question in a different way for 
her. “If a judge passes a conviction on a person, that person 
is guilty. Does it mean that if the judge is a merciful and kind 
person, he can forgive him?” Regina said, “No.”

There was an awkward pause.

Then Regina asked the question Elina had been waiting for, 
“What should I do then?”  Elina had a great opportunity to 
tell her the gospel! Before their conversation, Regina had 
heard about the life and death of Christ, but she was not 
concerned with how it impacted her. Now everything was 
different. Regina heard of her need for repentance of sin and 
how Jesus was the only one able to forgive her sins.

The conversation ended with Regina thinking about all Elina 
had told her. 

Will you join us in asking the Lord to produce the fruit of 
repentance in Regina?

________________________

This story is from a couple who are church planters in a 
city bordering the autonomous Republics of Tatarstan and 
Bashkortostan in Russia.

Some names and locations have been omitted for security reasons.
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Preaching 
the Gospel 
and Healing 
the Sick



Bangladesh is a country in South Asia that borders India 
to the West, North, and East, Myanmar to the Southeast, 
and the Bay of Bengal to the South. With over 162 million 
unreached people who live within its borders, Bangladesh is 
in desperate need of the gospel. 

It is with the burden of this reality that Patel set out to reach 
the unreached tribal people who lived in the hill region of 
Bangladesh. Even though the work is difficult, God is helping 
Patel as he seeks to proclaim the Good News to those who 
have not yet heard. Sometimes Patel faces resistance and 
challenges with the political parties, as well as from orthodox 
Buddhist people. He often encounters a lot of questions as to 
why he is preaching the gospel to them. As challenges arise, 
God is also opening doors for Patel and using him to preach 
the gospel in Bangladesh.
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Patel had the great opportunity to preach the gospel to some 
Buddhist Monks. During his time with the Monks, they told 
Patel that they hated Christians even though they had never 
heard the teaching of Jesus. For the first time these devout 
Buddhist Monks heard of God’s love and forgiveness. They 
learned of eternal life that is found in Christ. At the end of 
their visit, the Monks thanked Patel for coming and asked him 
to come back for another visit. 

During the visit, Patel also attended a house church in the 
hill region. While attending the house church, he was invited 
into a neighbor’s home to pray for the neighbor’s son. The 
neighbor was not a follower of Christ but was desperate to 
find help for his son. His son suffered from epilepsy, and they 
had tried everything to find relief, even taking him to be 
treated by a magician. Nothing had worked. Someone in the 
village told the father to ask Patel to pray for his son. Patel 
gladly prayed for this man’s son, asking Jesus to heal him. 
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The following Sunday as the 
house church gathered to 
worship, the man and his 
wife entered the house to 
attend church. They shared 
the testimony of their son’s 
recovery from his seizures. 
Both the father and the mother 
were brought to faith in the 
true Lord who has the power 
to heal all sickness and deliver 
people from their sins. 

These are just two examples 
of how God is moving among 
the people of the hill region 
of Bangladesh through the 
faithful work of Patel. 

__________________

This story is from Soloman 
Ghosh, Executive Director of 
the India Base.

Some names and locations have been omitted for 
security reasons.
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Healing In 
Nepal



Lockdown had been in place for weeks. Everyone was in 
their homes and isolated from others. Church planters in the 
Midwest region of Nepal waited for their opportunity to go 
to one of the mountain villages just over 50 miles north of 
Kathmandu, the capital city of Nepal. 

After several weeks, the team was able to have an outreach in 
the mountain village. During this time they met the Tamang 
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family. The grandmother, Sun Maya, was very sick with a high 
fever. The team shared the gospel with the family and prayed 
for the grandmother. 

The team returned to their home thanking God for the open 
door to share the gospel with this family. 

The next day, the team heard from the woman’s son, Bikash, 
that his mother was now healed and was once again able to 
eat and move around. They requested that the team come 
and visit them again. Plans were made for the team to return 
at noon.

When the team arrived, they found Sun Maya sitting up in 
bed as if nothing had happened! She said that when they 
were praying she felt something touch her and she felt warm. 
Later she felt so much better and her fever had disappeared. 
She was able to eat food and return to her bed without any 
help from others. 
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The team gave thanks to the 
Lord and asked Sun Maya, 
Bikash, and his wife Mando if 
they would like to follow the 
way of Jesus, the man who had 
healed their grandmother. Sun 
Maya was the first to respond 
that she wanted to believe and 
follow Jesus! Both Bikash and 
Mando responded the same 
and placed their faith in Christ. 

But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become 
children of God,
John 1:12

____________________

This story is from our Ramesh 
Lama, Himalayan Initiative 
Coordinator. 

Some names and locations have been 
omitted for security reasons.
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